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Craft Is King In our automated age, the
painstakingly handmade objects created by today’s
top artists and artisans seem both nostalgic and
Claringly modern. by Pilar Viladas. Photo-illustrations by Ruth van Beek
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THE WORD CRAFT has always denoted
something made with a high level of skill
and quality. But it has also been a victim
of changing tastes and fads. Throughout
the 1990s and carly 2000s, craft was often
regarded—wrongly—as something folksy,
and was eclipsed by a new wave of indus-
trial design and the collector-driven craze
for design art. And in the past decade,
craft, like the word luxury, has been so
overused that it has lost much of its mean-
ing. But real craft endures in makers today
who use wood, stone, ceramics, metal,
glass, or fiber as a creative medium. Aric
Chen, the curator at large at Hong Kong’s
M+ Museum and the curatorial direc-
tor of this year’s Design Miami, says that
one of the keys to this work is that *it takes
time, and time itself is a luxury; it also
takes time to appreciate on the part of the
viewer” Craft, he says, “equals rigor, no
matter what the material”

In the world of design, some people
never thought otherwise, The Loewe Craft
Prize, which was conceived by Jonathan
Anderson, the Spanish fashion brand’s
creative director, to honor important con-
tributions to contemporary craft, is in its
third edition. Among the works by this
year's 29 finalists, two of the mosg striking
projects were woven. In his Geisha Hand-
bag Series, Deloss Webber, a Washing-
ton State-based artist, fills rattan baskets,
some of which have bamboo handles, with
pieces of granite, rendering them non-
functional yet arresting. Inspired by Japa-
nese ikebana baskets, Webber's picces add

Rocantly exhiditod handmade works by Vincenzo De Cotils transfoem ruggod matonals into works of Co3ign with 3 aggressive, otherworidly
dosthetic. From top: The DC 1101 coffes table is made from recycled fiderglass, resin, and perforated carcboard: the intarior of the OC 1611 mironed
will Cabinet is made from both silver-plated and polished brass: the OC 1626 sofa has a sculptural brass Dase and hand-dyed velvet moha: the
10-f00t-10ng DC 317 low cabinet is made from recycled fiberglass, carpontersworkshopgaliery.com,

Previous page, clockwise from top: The six-1oot-long, solid-walnyt Trophy Cabinet by designer Aaron Porits gives traditional tambour shaing docrsa |
huxe look by painstaiingly matching the veins of wood used on its G00rs’ Venooers. cnstinagrajaiesing. com, Florls Wubben's glazed coramic |
Creations—vases, 1abies, shalvos, and more—are mace by SQuOazing clily through DUrPOSe - Mace exLiusion davices. This table lamp is 0ne of 3 kind.
thefutureperioct.com, Rising Dutch talent Laurids Gallée usos 3 wood-ayoing technique of s own Croation and pairs those matenals with new takes
On traditional marquotey to fashion objects such as this Pyromasiac’s Table. luuridsgalies com. Adam Sitverman, the former stud diroctor of the
design brand Heath Coramics, has exhiditod work ki this vossol a2 various institutions, which includes a show this fall at New York City’s Coopar
Union. friedmanbondy.com,




