
Amy Lau Teams Up with Makers to 
Create Heirlooms of  the Future

The Manhattan-based decorator commissions statement-making custom pieces from artisans and 
furniture designers to adorn her clients' homes.
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Designer Amy Lau doesn’t like to be pigeonholed. One of  New 
York’s most celebrated interior designers, she has long been noted 
for her smart use of  mid-century modern pieces. But that’s hardly 
her only area of  expertise. She often works with furnishings from 
the early 20th century as well as the 21st. A friend and patron of  
some of  the most accomplished contemporary makers, she does 
more than just acquire their more than just acquire their work for her clients — she also 
collaborates with them to create custom pieces. For the makers, 
she notes, “it’s an opportunity to do what they’ve always dreamed 
of  doing.” Lau’s clients, meanwhile, end up with one-of-a-kind 
items. “These are the heirlooms of  the future,” she says. “And if  
I’ve chosen well, some of  them may end up in museums.”

Here are the stories of  four of  her most memorable collaborations.

Interior designer Amy Lau (above left) often collaborates with makers, 
such as the late Vladimir Kagan (above right), on custom pieces for
 clients’ homes (portrait courtesy of  Amy Lau Design). At top are the 
results of  four collaborations: from left, an entryway table by Michael 
Coffey, (photo by Bjorn Wallander), a rug by Hechizoo, a room divider 
by Silas Seandel and a double-sided sofa by Kagan (photos by 
TThomas Loof).
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